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Michigan State University in East Lansing, Michigan, hosted the 2008 NAGPS Midwest Regional Conference, March 14-15, 2008. Organizer Sheila Kelly and her conference committee put together a wonderful series of events structured around presentations on stress management; professional development; institutional communication; balancing work and family; and graduate student mental health. Keynote speakers included Representative George Cushingberry, Chairman of the Appropriations Committee of the Michigan House of Representatives, and Dr. Marylee Davis, Advisor to the MSU Council of Graduate Students (COGS). The conference was especially noteworthy as Kelly organized it to coincide with COGS’ 40th anniversary celebration. In addition to social activities throughout the conference—including a mixer and a pizza-and-bowling night—a banquet in honor of COGS’ anniversary served as the conference’s grand finale. NAGPS extends its thanks to Michigan State University and to Sheila Kelly and her committee for hosting and organizing the 2008 Midwest Regional Conference! 








 One of the main events at each of NAGPS’s regional conferences is the selection of members for the regional committee in the upcoming year. At the 2008 Midwest Regional Conference at Michigan State University (MSU) in March 2008, the following individuals were selected for committee positions:


Midwest Region Coordinator


-- Sam Cahill, University of Notre Dame (Indiana)


Employment Concerns


-- Kristine Wildeboer, Grand Valley State University (Michigan)


International Student Concerns


-- Manish Madan, MSU (Michigan)





Legislative Concerns


-- Nate Regola, University of Notre Dame (Indiana)


Publicity (co-chairs)


-- Sheila Kelly, MSU (Michigan)


-- Rachel Naegele, MSU (Michigan)


Social Justice


-- Matt Boyer, MSU (Michigan)





The 2008-2009 Midwest Committee held their first regional conference call meeting on May 11, 2008 and focused on brainstorming for the 2009 Midwest Regional Conference. The committee will be organizing a Midwest NAGPS page on Facebook in the near future.
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NAGPS: Midwest 





National Association of Graduate and Professional Students (NAGPS)





The University of Notre Dame in Notre Dame, Indiana, has been selected as the host campus for the 2009 NAGPS Midwest Regional Conference.


State Coordinators Needed!


The Midwest Region committee seeks state coordinators for the following:


Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin. 


State coordinator positions are already filled for Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Minnesota. 


Please contact Sam Cahill at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mwc@nagps.org" ��mwc@nagps.org� if interested in one of the vacant positions.


*


Midwest Host for National Conference: Go Minnesota!


Minnesota is doing the Midwest proud in 2008! The University of Minnesota, Minneapolis/St. Paul campus will host the 22nd annual NAGPS National Conference in November 2008. Titled Putting it All Together: Scholarship, Leadership and Activism in Graduate and Professional Education, the conference will showcase papers that address any and all aspects of graduate and professional student life. The deadline for the call for papers is September 5, 2008. Submissions must be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:conference@nagps.org" ��conference@nagps.org� in .doc or .pdf format. For more information, including the Call for Papers, please visit the NAGPS homepage: www.nagps.org


*


Regional Conference on the Public Good Hosted by Notre Dame


The University of Notre Dame will host an interdisciplinary graduate conference: From Res Publica to the Republic of Letters: The Common Good in Transition and Translation, October 9-11, 2008. The conference is designed to provide graduate students in the Humanities and Social Sciences with an interdisciplinary forum in which to present their own research and to network with future colleagues. For more information, please visit:


www.nd.edu/~nanovic/commongood.html


*


If your Midwest school has a special event that ought to receive regional or national attention, please contact Sam Cahill at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mwc@nagps.org" ��mwc@nagps.org�. 








National Association of Graduate and Professional Students





We’re on the Web! 


See us at:


www.nagps.org





209 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE


Washington, D.C  20003





Phone:	


(202) 543-0812





Fax:	
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E-Mail:	


Sam Cahill


Midwest Coordinator


mwc@nagps.org
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At the 2007 National Conference, hosted by the University of Texas at Austin, NAGPS members voted to reinvigorate support for the initiative Graduate and Professional Student Appreciation Week (GPSAW) in order to increase the visibility of graduate and professional student issues in the national legislature and to raise awareness of the contribution of graduate and professional students to the nation’s economy and educational system. Campuses all over the nation celebrated GPSAW in late March and early April (official dates, adjustable for individual campus schedules, were March 31-April 4, 2008). NAGPS hopes to make GPSAW an annual event and to expand celebrations to even more campuses next year. A detailed presentation on GPSAW is available at the NAGPS homepage: www.nagps.org. 








GPSAW








About NAGPS…





The National Association of Graduate and Professional Students (NAGPS) is the only national organization that represents the interests of graduate and professional students in public and private universities at the local, state, and national levels. A grassroots organization, NAGPS actively works to preserve and expand federal student aid and other governmental programs and policies that benefit graduate and professional students.








